
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – 7 February 2023 

Waupaca County Courthouse – LL43 

 
Chairman Bosquez called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chairman Bosquez, Vice-Chairman Sue Golding, Supervisors Jack Spierings, John Miller, and Jake 
Timm were present. Also, present, Ann Casamassa and John Francis from the Parks Department, Steve 
Rawson (public), and Richard Luedke (Fair Board).  
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Miller, seconded by Spierings to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Golding, seconded by Spierings to approve the 6 
December 2022 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  Bosquez opened the floor to public comment or correspondence.   
Richard Luedke extended thanks to Casamassa and her crew for all their work with Fair preparations.  He also 
offered to give a Fair report to the Committee at the next meeting.  Bosquez stated that it would be added to 
the March agenda. 
 
Steve Rawson stated that the new Lime Kiln Park name has been well received.  He stated concerns about 
safety for people that are using the park as a swimming spot. He questioned if a swimming area should be 
designated or something to keep people out of the navigational channel under the bridge.      
 
There was no correspondence. 
 
Maple Creek Snowmobile Bridge – Review proposals and award project:  Francis gave a brief 
background on the project while opening the sealed proposals and read the results aloud.  Results are below: 
 

Maple Creek Bridge 

Company Location Project Cost Notes, Discounts, etc… 

Custom Manufacturing Clinton $43,300.00   

River City Construction Medford $49,400.00   

Highway Landscapers, Inc. Little Chute $61,762.00   

Anderson Bridges Colfax $62,000.00   

Larson Construction Co. Chippewa Falls $76,831.00   

Larson Construction Co. Chippewa Falls $93,031.00   

Pheifer Bros. Construction Neenah $97,337.71   
 
There was discussion about the various proposals and why there was such a large range in costs.  Francis 
stated that the department has worked with Custom Manufacturing on several bridges in the past, but he would 
check with them to be sure they are doing the full scope of what was requested. 



 

 

 
Motion by Timm, seconded by Golding to award the project to Custom Manufacturing for $43,300.00 
contingent upon them meeting the specifications for the project.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Winter Recreation Trail – Discuss management issues and future plans: Casamassa gave a brief Power 
Point presentation on the Winter Recreation Trail, how it came to be, where the grooming equipment came 
from, and why the trail has moved from the Wau-King Trail area to the Waupaca County Club property.  
Highlights from the discussion follow: 

 There are issues with having a groomed winter trail on a golf course.  Mainly that if you groom in the 
wrong conditions, you could damage the grass and create maintenance issues for the course all year.  
This precaution means that we are not in control of when the trails can be groomed and opened. 

 Weather has been an issue. Lack of consistent snow with warm spells we have been getting has made 
it more difficult to manage.  

 If the trail was located somewhere other than on a golf course, it could be groomed and opened for use 
in more marginal conditions.  There was a discussion on trail use when conditions are not ideal. 

 The discussion turned to the possibility of using the Pauer’s property for the Winter Recreation Trail. 
o This would eliminate the concerns with damaging grass – trail could be opened sooner and 

remain open longer. 
o Would allow for 4-season use of the trails that would need to be developed on the site. 
o The question was raised about why people wouldn’t just go to the Iola ski area if they had to 

travel to the trail.  This trail would offer more use during winter and the other seasons also.  It 
would also give people an additional place to recreate and serve as a good beginner’s area. 

o There was talk about if there could be equestrian use of the trails as well, it is possible, there 
are some conflicts between user groups that would have to be addressed. 

o There was discussion about the cost of developing trails and possible grant opportunities. 
o The discussion continued on the use of the Pauer’s property for this purpose.  The consensus 

was that staff should pursue this goal, doing it in steps as a plan comes together. 
 
Camp Vic-To-Rae – Vegetation management in the septic drain-field area update: 
Bosquez gave a short slide presentation on Karner Blue Butterfly requirements as well as what Monarch 
butterflies look for as far as habitat.  There are grants that may be able to help with the costs of establishing 
suitable habitat locations.  He talked about site preparation (chemical vs. mechanical tilling) and planting seeds 
(cheaper) vs. planting small plants.  A typical project takes about 3 years to establish:  Year 1 – site prep and 
planting, Year 2 – cut back in fall, and Year 3 – maintenance as needed. 
 
Bosquez has a botanist willing to help with a plan, a possible source for free/discounted seeds, and someone 
familiar with the type of grants needed for the project.  It is possible to plant a variety of plants so that you have 
flowering plants on site throughout most of the growing season.   
 
Bosquez asked the Committee if this is something that we should continue to look into.  The consensus was 
yes, with the next step being to meet on site with the botanist to see what might work with the sites we have 
available. 
 
Chief Waupaca Historical Site – Update on research process:  Bosquez gave a presentation on the 
background of the site and some of the people involved with it.  He also touched on how it became designated 
a burial site and how it came to be a County property.  He listed the books and other materials he used in his 
research.  Discussion followed, some highlights are listed below: 

 Bosquez is concerned that there may be burials under the parking lot area and if there were, we should 
manage the site in a different manner.   

 There was discussion about what might be acceptable to the tribe/tribes involved. 

 Bosquez talked to a professor from Lawrence University that stated that students may be able to scan 
the site with ground penetrating radar (GPR) at no cost to the County.  This may identify specific burial 



 

 

sites to help avoid disturbing them.  This would be a non-invasive way to possibly answer some of the 
unknowns about the site – if people are buried there, and if so, how many and where. 

 There was discussion and it was determined that the next step would be to find out if the tribes would 
be OK with using GPR on the site.  If there is no objection, we should move forward with trying to have 
the site scanned. 

 
Supervisor Report(s):  Conference, Seminar, Convention, and/or Webinars:  Bosquez asked if anyone 
had anything to report, Francis and Casamassa reported that they recently attended the Wisconsin Parks and 
Recreation Association conference in Wisconsin Dells.  They gave a brief overview of educational sessions 
they attended and what their impressions of the conference were.  There were no other reports.   
 
Projects Update:  Casamassa reported on the following items: 

 County Forest Improvements:  As weather has allowed, the Parks staff has been cutting brush along the 
trails on the South side of Desert Rd.   

 Winter maintenance:  Staff is nearly done with all the equipment maintenance and is starting to do more 
outside jobs as the weather improves. 

 AED for Grandstands Pavilion at Fairgrounds:  Casamassa reached out to Andy Carlin about getting an 
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) unit for the building as there is not one anywhere on the grounds.  
He pointed her towards the Heartstart Program that helps purchase the devices.  She applied for the grant 
and was told that we will qualify. We are waiting to find out how much of the device they will pay for.  The 
hope is to have one in place as soon as possible. 
 

Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, 7 March 2023  
 
Adjourn:   Motion by Timm to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 10:57 am. 
   
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 

 


